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REF: A) TOKYO 13353 B) STATE 214568 

1. SINCE DISCUSSION REPORTED REF A CONCERNING ENERGY R&D 
AGREEMENT, EMBASSY HAS PRESSED FONOFF ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
TO PROVIDE GOJ'S COUNTERPROPOSAL TO US DRAFT SO THAT 
NEGOTIATIONS CAN PROCEED EXPEDITIOUSLY. ON EACH OCCASION 
FONOFF HAS RESPONDED THAT FOJ CONTINUES TO BE VERY ANXIOUS 
FOR EARLY CONCLUSION OF AGREEMENT AND THAT IT 

EXPECTS INTER-MINISTERIAL DISCUSSIONS TO BE CONCLUDED SO 
THAT COUNTERPROPOSAL CAN BE PRESENTED WITHIN FEW DAYS. 

THIS VIEW WAS GIVEN MOST RECENTLY TO ECON/COUNS ON 
NOVEMBER 12 BY KATAKURA (DEPUTY HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL 
RESOURCES DIVISION). 

2. OBVIOUS DIFFICULTIES BEING EXPERIENCED IN FORGING 
INTRA-GOJ CONSENSUS UNDOUBTEDLY HAS BEEN COMPOUNDED BY 
HIGHER PRIORITY ATTENTION BEING FOCUSED ON PROBLEMS 
GENERATED BY ENERGY CRISIS. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO 
PRESS FONOFF FOR COUNTERPROPOSAL, BUT 

DOES NOT PLAN TO OFFER CONCESSIONS AUTHORIZED REF B 
AT LEAST UNTIL WE OBTAIN GOJ VIEWS. 
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